Book Club Kits – April 2022
American Dirt by Jeanine Cummins
When her journalist husband writes a tell-all profile about an unexpectedly erudite
drug-cartel boss, bookstore manager Lucia is forced to flee Mexico and finds her family
among thousands of migrants seeking hope in America.
Apples Never Fall by Liane Moriarty
If your mother was missing, would you tell the police? Even if the most obvious suspect
was your father? This is the dilemma facing the four grown Delaney siblings.
Book Woman of Troublesome Creek by Kim Michele Richardson
The hardscrabble folks of Troublesome Creek have to scrap for everything - everything
except books, that is. Thanks to Roosevelt's Kentucky Pack Horse Library Project,
Troublesome's got its very own traveling librarian, Cussy Mary Carter.
Cussy's not only a book woman, however, she's also the last of her kind, her skin a
shade of blue unlike most anyone else. Not everyone is keen on Cussy's family or the
Library Project, and a Blue is often blamed for any whiff of trouble. If Cussy wants to
bring the joy of books to the hill folks, she's going to have to confront prejudice as old
as the Appalachias and suspicion as deep as the holler.
Caste by Isabel Wilkerson
Beyond race, class, or other factors, there is a powerful caste system that influences
people’s lives and behavior and the nation’s fate. Linking the caste systems of
America, India, and Nazi Germany, Wilkerson explores eight pillars that underlie caste
systems across civilizations, including divine will, bloodlines, stigma, and more.
The Dutch House by Ann Patchett
At the end of the Second World War, Cyril Conroy combines luck and a single canny
investment to begin an enormous real estate empire, propelling his family from poverty
to enormous wealth. His first order of business is to buy the Dutch House, a lavish
estate in the suburbs outside of Philadelphia. Meant as a surprise for his wife, the
house sets in motion the undoing of everyone he loves.

The Four Winds by Kristin Hannah
Texas, 1934. Millions are out of work and a drought has broken the Great Plains.
Farmers are fighting to keep their land and their livelihoods as the crops are failing, the
water is drying up, and dust threatens to bury them all. One of the darkest periods of
the Great Depression, the Dust Bowl era, has arrived with a vengeance. In this
uncertain and dangerous time, Elsa Martinelli - like so many of her neighbors - must
make an agonizing choice: fight for the land she loves or go west, to California, in
search of a better life.
The Lincoln Highway by Amor Towles
In June, 1954, eighteen-year-old Emmett Watson is driven home to Nebraska by the
warden of the juvenile work farm where he has just served fifteen months for
involuntary manslaughter. His mother long gone, his father recently deceased, and the
family farm foreclosed upon by the bank, Emmett's intention is to pick up his eightyear-old brother, Billy, and head to California where they can start their lives anew. But
when the warden drives away, Emmett discovers that two friends from the work farm
have hidden themselves in the trunk of the warden's car. Together, they have hatched
an altogether different plan for Emmett's future, one that will take them all on a fateful
journey in the opposite direction - to the City of New York.
Midnight Library by Matt Haig
Somewhere out beyond the edge of the universe there is a library that contains an
infinite number of books, each one the story of another reality. One tells the story of
your life as it is, along with another book for the other life you could have lived if you
had made a different choice at any point in your life. While we all wonder how our lives
might have been, what if you had the chance to go to the library and see for yourself?
Would any of these other lives truly be better?
Most Fun We Ever Had by Claire Lombardo
When Marilyn Connolly and David Sorenson fall in love in the 1970s, they are blithely
ignorant of all that awaits them. By 2016, their four radically different daughters are in a
state of unrest. Wendy, widowed young, soothes herself with booze and younger men;
Violet, a litigator turned stay-at-home-mom, battles anxiety and self-doubt; Liza, a
neurotic and newly tenured professor, finds herself pregnant with a baby she's not sure
she wants by a man she's not sure she loves; and Grace, the dawdling youngest
daughter, begins living a lie that no one in her family even suspects. With the arrival of
Jonah Bendt - a child placed for adoption by one of the daughters fifteen years before the Sorensons will be forced to reckon with the rich and varied tapestry of their past:
years marred by adolescent angst, infidelity, and resentment, but also the transcendent
moments of joy that make everything else worthwhile.

The Paris Library by Janet Skeslien Charles
Paris, 1939: Young and ambitious Odile Souchet has it all: her handsome police officer
beau and a dream job at the American Library in Paris. When the Nazis march into
Paris, Odile stands to lose everything she holds dear, including her beloved library.
Together with her fellow librarians, Odile joins the Resistance with the best weapons
she has: books. But when the war finally ends, instead of freedom, Odile tastes the
bitter sting of unspeakable betrayal.
Montana, 1983: Lily is a lonely teenager looking for adventure in small-town Montana.
Her interest is piqued by her solitary, elderly neighbor. As Lily uncovers more about her
neighbor’s mysterious past, she finds that they share a love of language, the same
longings, and the same intense jealousy, never suspecting that a dark secret from the
past connects them.
Twice A Daughter by Julie Ryan McCue (Local Author)
Julie is adopted. She is also a twin. Because their adoption was closed, she and her
sister lack both a health history and their adoption papers—which becomes an issue
for Julie when, at forty-eight years old, she finds herself facing several health issues.
Julie’s search for her birth relatives spans eight years and involves a search agency, a
PI, a confidential intermediary, a judge, an adoption agency, a social worker, and a
genealogist. By journey’s end, what began as a simple desire for a family medical
history has evolved into a complicated quest—one that unearths secrets, lies, and
family members that are literally right next door.
The Vanishing Half by Brit Bennett
The Vignes twin sisters will always be identical. But after growing up together in a
small, southern black community and running away at age sixteen, it's not just the
shape of their daily lives that is different as adults, it's everything: their families, their
communities, their racial identities. Many years later, one sister lives with her black
daughter in the same southern town she once tried to escape. The other secretly
passes for white, and her white husband knows nothing of her past. Still, even
separated by so many miles and just as many lies, the fates of the twins remain
intertwined. What will happen to the next generation, when their own daughters'
storylines intersect?

